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or of the Government to support its employees or citi-
zens without any value being returned by the recipient
of the bounty. They got unemployment allowances
which in many countries were as great or greater
than the pre-war wages.
The unskilled labourer in England or Ireland re-
ceived a higher allowance from the government than
he earned as wages before the war. In Germany
the average unemployment allowance was actually
double the average pre-war wage.
It will be said at once that these figures mean noth-
ing, for the purchasing power of money has decreased,
but the fact that money has a variable purchasing
power is something that cannot be put into the minds
of the mass of the people. They will insist on high
wages in order to live, but they will protest against
high commodity prices. You can convince one
worker out of every twenty thousand that unless
you have high production, high wages mean nothing,
but when you have convinced him, he will not leaven
the mass. Trades union officers and politic ans find it
personally profitable to support the proposition that
the offensive subject of work should not be introduced
while discussing the infinitely lovely topic of high
wages.